Kenyon Collegian - February 6, 2020 by unknown
Digital Kenyon: Research, 
Scholarship, and Creative Exchange 
The Kenyon Collegian Archives 
2-6-2020 
Kenyon Collegian - February 6, 2020 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian 
Recommended Citation 
"Kenyon Collegian - February 6, 2020" (2020). The Kenyon Collegian. 2516. 
https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian/2516 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Archives at Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and 
Creative Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Kenyon Collegian by an authorized administrator of 
Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. For more information, please contact 
noltj@kenyon.edu. 
ESTABLISHED 1856 February 6, 2020 Vol. CXLVII, No. 17
Greek Council denies DKE petition for reinstatement
GRANT HOLT
STAFF WRITER
Task force to propose policies for campus emotional health
The Task Force on Emo-
tional Health and Well-being, 
a committee of administrators 
and students established in 
fall 2019, has begun to develop 
a proposal for academic policy 
changes that will address con-
cerns about student health. 
While the details of the 
proposal have yet to be of-
ficially laid out, they are ex-
pected to address concerns 
about earlier deadlines, ex-
tensions and seminar breaks. 
Many of the concerns are 
rooted in findings from the 
Great Lakes Colleges Associa-
tion Conference’s (GLCA) re-
cent Presidential Summit on 
Mental Health, which mem-
bers of the Task Force attend-
ed in December. 
Once the proposal is fi-
nalized, the committee will 
present it to President Sean 
Decatur and the Office of 
Academic Advising. Thomas 
Hawks, dean of academic ad-
vising, expressed that his of-
fice intends to work closely 
with the Task Force by using 
contributions from both bod-
ies to design an effective plan.
“We hope to run ideas past 
the Task Force so they can 
consider them,” Hawks said. 
“If any of the ideas seem like 
something that the Task Force 
wants to pursue, they will 
make recommendations to the 
faculty committee on academ-
ic standards, and if the com-
mittee on academic standards 
thinks that any of these rec-
ommendations are valuable 
they can present them.”
This development period 
will likely be lengthy due to 
the breadth of material the 
Task Force wishes to address. 
However, the Task Force ex-
pects to give a proposal to 
President Decatur by the end 
of the year.
“The idea is that we brain-
storm, we do our research 
and then we present our rec-
ommendations at the end to 
the president,” said Kirollos 
Mikhaeel ’22, a student mem-
ber of the Task Force. “There 
are so many aspects of the 
process that advice from stu-
dents or faculty is needed so 
we can have as big of an over-
view about all the aspects of 
every problem.”
The process will not only be 
determined by the Task Force 
and the Office of Academic 
Advising as any changes to ac-
ademic policy will need to be 
approved by the professors. 
“Some of these things may 
just be recommendations to 
the faculty members about 
what we think  would be a good 
idea. And if that’s the case and 
if the Task Force thinks that 
it’s a good idea, they’ll prob-
ably just find a way to make 
those recommendations avail-
able to faculty,” Hawks said. 
“Some things may actually be 
policy changes—and if they 
are policy changes, then [we] 
will present them to the fac-
ulty meeting and the faculty 
will discuss them and decide 
whether to adopt them or not.”
The progress on the pro-
posal will continue for the 
foreseeable future and the 
Office of Academic Advising 
plans to meet with the Task 
Force on Friday, Feb. 21 to 




Last Thursday was supposed to be the be-
ginning of the end of Delta Kappa Epsilon’s 
(DKE) suspension. To start the process of re-
instatement, DKE had to seek the approval of 
their peer organizations on Greek Council, af-
ter which they would need to make a petition 
to the Student Life Committee before getting 
final approval from a Student Council vote. 
However, on Jan. 30, Greek Council rejected 
their petition, putting a halt to the fraternity’s 
efforts to return in the fall 2020 semester. Six 
students—following their submission of an 
over-70-page petition—delivered a presenta-
tion to representatives from every chapter of 
Kenyon’s Greek life, arguing for the fraterni-
ty’s reinstatement. After a series of questions 
from every chapter present, the delegates de-
nied the petition via a secret ballot.
“We’re disappointed with the petition not 
passing,” Andrew Kotler ’21 said. “But we’re 
committed to making the changes necessary 
to get it passed and go forward.”
Expressing regret for their organization’s 
history of branding, the petitioners—Kotler, 
Amir Brivanlou ’21, Nate Saindon ’21, Andrew 
Gibbens ’21, Winston Reid ’21, John Scandale 
’20 and Brian Yoshino ’21 (not present)—
stressed that hazing, particularly branding, 
had no place in DKE or anywhere on campus. 
The practice of branding fraternity members 
is widely reported as a staple DKE tradition. 
The petitioners continued to affirm that a re-
formed DKE would be committed to trans-
parency regarding its activities. Their outline 
for a new DKE featured a new member edu-
cation program where national DKE mem-
bers, alumni and administration staff would 
be invited to sit in on all new member educa-
tion events. Additionally, in an effort to coun-
teract the perception that DKEs are secretive 
and isolated, the petitioners discussed creat-
ing partnerships with Kenyon’s Sexual Re-
spect Peer Alliance (SRPA) and local schools 
in Knox County.
Suspension of DKE, which was Kenyon’s 
first fraternity, started with an anonymous let-
ter. Vice President of Student Affairs Meredith 
Bonham ’92 received a note—slid under her 
office door—alleging that a campus fraterni-
ty branded its members. After asking for the 
suspected group to step forward, Bonham and 
President Decatur both received a letter from 
a nameless fraternity believing themselves to 
be the accused. This letter requested clemency 
if the group identified themselves. Bonham 
denied clemency, but said the administration 
would look favorably upon the group if they 
came forward. The group—later reported as 
Delta Kappa Epsilon—revealed themselves 
soon after. After launching an investigation 
and finding evidence of branding, among oth-
er incidents of hazing, the College suspended 
DKE in the spring of 2018. In early December 
of 2019, the administration approved Delta 
Kappa Epsilon to begin the process of proba-
tionary reinstatement.
The DKE petitioners agree that the Greek 
Council gave a fair hearing, and recognize 
that the Greek community found problems in 
their presentation. Their next steps are to com-
municate with other Greek organizations and 
implement their feedback.
“I think it’s useful to see campus attitudes 
when it comes to our petition,” Brivanlou said. 
“It’ll be good to get feedback from other groups 
to see how we can improve and do better.”
DKE is the third Greek organization to pe-
tition the Greek Council and be rejected the 
first time around. The first two—Phi Kappa 
Tau and Alpha Sigma Tau—both petitioned 
the Greek council to establish themselves as 
brand-new Greek organizations.
“It’s interesting to see that trend continue,” 
Associate Director of Student Engagement 
Sam Filkins said. “[Phi Kappa Tau and Alpha 
Sigma Tau] started new, but the process is the 
same. We’re looking at this group of seven pe-
titioners as new.”
Despite this trend, Filkins is unsure if the 
process to reinstate DKE will be the same. 
The organization’s history of feuds with oth-
er groups may affect their ability to return. 
Filkins will continue to work with the peti-
tioners to figure out what steps to take next.
“I was a part of a petitioning group to bring 
a fraternity back onto campus in my under-
grad,” Filkins said. “I have a little experience 
going through it, and I have experience as 
an administrator, so I’m trying to help guide 
[DKE] through this process.”
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Shuttle U Home will ease hassle of traveling to NYC for break
LINNEA MUMMA
NEWS ASSISTANT
With spring break just a few 
short weeks away, many stu-
dents are scrambling to find 
sufficient transportation to 
and from Gambier. Due to the 
efforts of Kaya Karibi-Whyte 
’23, those from the New York 
City area will now have a viable 
option: the Kenyon Shuttle U 
Home. 
According to Karibi-Whyte, 
this shuttle costs $90 for one-
way trips and $170 for the 
round-trip journey. The bus 
will board at the Post Office 
starting at 7:20 a.m. on Satur-
day, Feb. 29, and arrive at New 
York Penn Station by 5:15 p.m. 
On the return trip, the bus will 
board at 8:20 a.m. on March 15 
for a 9 a.m. departure. In addi-
tion, the shuttle will take two 
15-minute stops along the way 
on both trips, one in DuBois, 
Penn. and another in White 
Haven, Penn. Students will have 
the option to be let off at either 
one of these destinations. 
A New Jersey resident her-
self, Karibi-Whyte was frus-
trated by the hassle of find-
ing efficient, reasonably cheap 
transportation back home. 
“I wanted to get home for fall 
break, but it was so much effort 
and expense,” she said. “I heard 
from upperclassman that there 
used to be a bus a couple of 
years ago that would take kids 
to the New York area, so I was 
like ‘okay, we should definitely 
do that.’”
Karibi-Whyte then contact-
ed the company that is in charge 
of shuttle services at Oberlin 
College. “I gave them informa-
tion about dates and times, and 
they were willing to work with 
us,” she said.
Despite receiving many re-
sponses to her initial interest 
email, Karibi-Whyte says that 
not a lot of students are buying 
tickets, which is worrying be-
cause the shuttle system needs 
at least 25 people in order for it 
to operate. 
“I can’t send out [all-student 
emails] because it’s a business,” 
she said. “I think 25 is doable, 
it’s just about getting people 
aware of it early enough. I’ve 
been trying to send out tar-
geted emails to certain people, 
and speak to people when I see 
them. I have some posters going 
up as well.”
If all goes smoothly, New 
York City will not be the only 
destination for future break pe-
riods. 
“Ideally, if we can get enough 
interest, we want to start send-
ing these shuttles to D.C. and 
Chicago,” Karibi-Whyte said. 
“I’m also working with [Assis-
tant Director of Housing Op-
erations] Jenn Bermudez to try 
to get the service on the trans-
portation page on the Kenyon 
website.”
For more information, con-




book your ticket. 
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Coronavirus prompts travel cancellations, safety discussions
In a news bulletin sent out to students on 
Feb. 3, the College updated students about in-
stances of coronavirus in the United States, 
stating that the “number of cases reported in 
the U.S. remains extremely low — 11 to date.” 
Despite the low number of cases, the bulletin 
went on to discuss how the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), has declared that corona-
virus is a global health emergency, and because 
of this, Kenyon will not have any College-
sponsored travel to China planned for this se-
mester.
On Tuesday morning, a number of health 
professionals from Cox Health Center and the 
Knox Area Hospital gave a public presenta-
tion about the spread of a novel coronavirus 
first detected in Wuhan, China. The virus, 
first isolated by Chinese health officials in De-
cember 2019, has spread rapidly in 2020 and 
is responsible for 24,554 symptomatic cases, 
24,463 of which are in China. Among 27 oth-
er countries, including the United States, 191 
people have also contracted coronavirus. The 
virus produces symptoms of fever, nausea and 
shortness of breath, and can be spread through 
the air within six feet. As of Wednesday, Feb. 
5, the coronavirus had taken the lives of 491 
people, the vast majority of whom were Chi-
nese citizens. The one to two percent mortality 
rate of the coronavirus is comparable to that 
of hospitalized influenza patients, although it 
appears significantly more infectious: Many 
people who contract the virus are asymptom-
atic, allowing them to infect other people un-
knowingly.
Professor of Biology Joan Slonczewski and 
Director of the Cox Health and Counseling 
Center Chris Smith stressed that “diseases are 
no discriminator of person,” and therefore are 
inherently “not restricted to different classes 
of people.” Chris Smith cited his experiences 
as a Center for Disease Control (CDC) Ebola 
public health responder in Liberia as firsthand 
evidence that misinformation surrounding 
epidemics can lead to stigma and xenophobia 
toward victims. 
Smith emphasized that strategies for pro-
tecting oneself from the coronavirus are the 
same approaches used to prevent the spread of 
many upper respiratory viruses, such as wash-
ing your hands, sleeping and covering your 
coughs. Facemasks are also important tools 
to stopping the spread of the disease. At the 
institutional level, the U.S. State Department 
and other governments are issuing emergency 
travel advisories for “non-essential travel to 
countries” to try to prevent global spread of 
the disease. For Kenyon, Smith notes that “the 
[Knox County Health] department and the 
hospital are our partners in really making sure 
we are getting abreast of this situation and re-
sponding accordingly.” 
Students planning to study abroad in China 
were looking forward to the opportunity, but 
recently a number of them were informed that 
their programs in or around China were either 
suspended or cancelled entirely due to rising 
concerns about coronavirus. Camille Baxter 
’21, an Modern Languages and Literatures ma-
jor, had her study abroad plans disrupted due 
to the outbreak. She had been planning to go 
to a Middlebury program in the Yunnan prov-
ince of China, in the city of Kunming. 
“It’s right near the Vietnam border. Hon-
estly, it was not close to the virus at all,” she 
said. Baxter was planning to leave for China on 
Jan. 30 to travel around and settle in before the 
beginning of the program on Feb. 12. But, on 
Jan. 29, Middlebury sent an email saying that 
the program had been suspended.
 “I was so blindsided by it,” she said. “I 
thought at most it would be delayed. Even it 
being delayed, I was really surprised about.”
Her primary concern following the cancel-
lation of the program was whether or not she 
would be able to obtain enough credits for her 
major at Kenyon to graduate on time. While 
studying abroad, all four of her classes would 
have counted as upper-level Chinese classes, 
earning her two credits toward her major. 
“The department here is really small, so 
… I’m only able to get .75 [credits],” she said. 
While Baxter was able to enroll in four Ken-
yon classes and thinks she will still be able to 
graduate on time, she notes that the situation 
“could be a serious thing. I feel like [some peo-
ple] could end up having to spend another se-
mester here.”
She pointed out that the coronavirus has 
killed a very small portion of those infected 
and that the flu is a much bigger hazard, and 
expressed frustration that her plans were dis-
rupted because of this virus.
“I could have just gone [abroad] in the fall 
and avoided this whole thing,” she said. “But 
no one could have known this would happen.”
Chris Smith, director of the Cox Health and Counseling Center, leads a presentation on Novel Coronavirus. There are 11 infections in the US thus far. | SARA HALEBLIAN 
Ohio lawmakers debate over public school voucher program
After contentious debates, the 
Ohio State House voted on Thurs-
day, Jan. 30 to delay the application 
period for its EdChoice Scholar-
ships program until April 1, leav-
ing many families unsure where 
their children will attend school 
this fall. In response, the Christian 
organization Citizens for Commu-
nity Values (CCV) filed an Ohio 
Supreme Court lawsuit on Feb. 3 
against the state, arguing that the 
law pushing the EdChoice window 
from Feb. 1 to April 1 is unlawful. 
On Wednesday, the Ohio House 
offered its own voucher plan, which 
passed with an 88 to 7 margin. 
EdChoice Scholarships allow 
those in public school districts 
deemed “low-performing” by the 
state to receive vouchers and at-
tend nearby private schools in-
stead. Receiving vouchers, though, 
is contingent upon family income, 
meaning that families can only 
receive vouchers up to a certain 
income level. Additionally, law-
makers have disagreed over which 
districts qualify as “low-perform-
ing.” If they cannot reach a consen-
sus by the vote in April, the num-
ber of schools eligible will increase 
from 517 to 1,227. This expanded 
list would also “include schools in 
some of [the] highest-rated districts 
in the state,” according to the Co-
lumbus Dispatch.
The debate between the House 
and the Senate represents a larger 
debate between supporters of so-
called school choice, mainly con-
servatives, and those on the left 
who argue that voucher programs 
of this nature increase inequity in 
the school system. 
The State House’s plan, offered 
as an amendment to Senate Bill 89, 
would increase the family income 
standard, phase out performance 
standards and rename the Ed-
Choice Scholarship to the Buckeye 
Opportunity Scholarship. While 
members of the Senate expressed 
interest in reviewing the House’s 
new bill last night—which they 
were likely to reject—the House 
never sent the bill to the Senate, ac-
cording to the Plain Dealer. 
The Ohio Senate passed legisla-
tion on Jan. 28 that restricts voucher 
use to 425 schools, provides fund-
ing to schools negatively impacted 
by the 2019 voucher program and 
raises the scholarship amount paid 
by each voucher. However, House 
legislators remain conflicted over 
the systems used to rate school 
districts and funding sources for 
vouchers.
Those opposing the delay argue 
that House representatives should 
have held a vote on individual pro-
posals within the Senate bill, a prac-
tice known as an emergency clause 
vote. In remarks made outside the 
Ohio Supreme Court on Monday 
after filing the lawsuit, CCV Presi-
dent Aaron Baer said legislators 
“cannot take away the vouchers 
from parents at this point because 
they have a vested right in it.” 
The lawsuit filed by CCV is 
called an action in mandamus, 
meaning that it is intended to com-
pel a government body to carry out 
an action that they are legally obli-
gated to do. The lawsuit will hinge, 
therefore, on whether the Court 
rules that a timely passage of the 
bill is legally obligatory or is an act 
of discretion.
When asked by Cleveland.com 
reporters about the delay and sub-
sequent lawsuit, Gov. Mike DeW-
ine said, “We need to move for-
ward. We need to be able to resolve 
this impasse between the Senate 
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Village Council discusses Sheriff contract, Strategic Plan
RONAN ELLIOTT
NEWS EDITOR
The year’s second meeting of the Gam-
bier Village Council took place on Feb. 13. The 
Council used this session to touch on topics 
ranging from Gambier’s relationship with the 
Knox County Sheriff’s Office to Village’s Stra-
tegic Plan. 
One of the first subjects of discussion was 
posed by Audrey Mueller ’22, a representative 
from the Black Student Union (BSU). Following 
an incident last fall, which involved a confronta-
tion between a Knox County deputy sheriff and 
a group of BSU students and alumni riding a 
golf cart, students and Gambier residents alike 
had called for a renegotiation of Gambier’s con-
tract with the Sheriff’s Office. 
“We currently have a committee which is 
discussing potential solutions or alternatives 
to the current sheriff’s deputy,” Mueller said. 
“If possible, we would like to be involved in the 
conversations regarding the renewal of the con-
tract with the Knox County Sheriff’s depart-
ment.”
Clinton Bailey, Village solicitor, agreed to in-
volve the BSU in the process. “We’ll send you a 
copy of the contract,” Bailey said. “If you have 
specific concerns, I’d like to take those to the 
Sheriff’s department, to be able to tell you what 
might be feasible, what might not be.”
Mayor Leeman Kessler ’04 said it might be 
possible for the Village to pay for the deputy to 
undergo additional training — whether that be 
for racial sensitivity, or for operating in a college 
setting — provided the sheriff agreed to it. 
“Our budget’s pretty flexible on things like 
that,” Kessler said. “I think it would be more 
about, ‘what’s the willingness on their side, and 
how hard do we want to push and potentially 
lose the relationship we have with them?’ That 
might be part of the negotiation.”
“I think we share your concerns,” Bailey 
added.
The Council also discussed the Gambier 
Village Strategic Plan, which had been intro-
duced at the previous meeting in January. Cre-
ated by the Knox County Area Development 
Foundation, it would grant the Village $40,000 
in funding each year for the next four years for 
Village improvement projects. Kessler had pre-
viously stated his enthusiasm for the plan, but 
other councilmembers now expressed their res-
ervations. 
Councilwoman Betsy Heer was concerned 
that the draft of the plan they were voting on 
wasn’t necessarily complete. The Strategic Plan 
website still allows visitors to submit sugges-
tions, and Heer was uncertain how, or if, those 
suggestions would be used.
“Are they making adjustments based on in-
put from the community?” Heer asked. “And 
what’s the timeframe for it? Because I don’t want 
to vote on something that I don’t get to see a fi-
nal draft of.”
Kessler acknowledged these concerns. “I 
would absolutely love to see . . . someone from 
the Area Development Foundation come and 
talk through whether they’ve made changes,” 
he said. “I think that would be very appropriate 
to see at the March meeting.”
Heer was also concerned by some of the sta-
tistics expressed in the plan, which claimed that 
560 Gambier residents commuted to work in 
neighboring villages. Heer thought that num-
ber was unreasonably high, and suspected that 
MS Consultants, the firm hired to construct the 
plan, was using the 43022 zip code to determine 
residency. 
“There’s just no way that 560 people leave the 
Village to go work somewhere else,” Heer said. 
“They didn’t use the Village’s actual boundar-
ies. And when you consider that the zip code 
includes the other side of the 62 [highway] and 
other such places, then it skews the numbers.”
As of this meeting, the Council did not 
vote on whether to enact the plan; the vote will 
take place following the plan’s third reading in 
March.
The meeting concluded with discussions 
about the Village’s entrance into an agreement 
with the Ohio Wastewater Agency Response 
Network, a plan to resurface certain Gambier 
streets and the new electric vehicle charging 
station that has been installed across from the 
Campus Auto and Tire gas station. Addition-
ally, they announced that the Gambier Com-
munity Center is now officially a warming and 
cooling center: a space designated as a shelter 
to be used when outside temperatures become 
unsafe.
The next Village Council meeting will take 
place on March 2, the first Monday of spring 
break.
Village Council members, led by Mayor Leeman Kessler ’04, discuss the future of the Gambier Strategic Plan at the council’s first meeting of the year. | SARA HALEBLIAN
Students selected to talk transnational feminism in Paris
ADAM SCHWAGER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
When Professor of Spanish 
Clara Román-Odio decided to in-
clude a final collaborative class 
project in her syllabus for last 
spring’s Transnational Feminism 
(WGS 242) class, she had no clue 
what medium the project would be 
in, much less that the class’ website 
would lead to an invitation to Paris 
with one of her students, Sofia Alpi-
zar Roman ’21. The duo will attend 
the Global Liberal Arts Alliance 
(GLAA) Institute on Transnational 
Feminism on March 22-24 to lead a 
workshop at the American Univer-
sity of Paris on how other instruc-
tors can implement similar web-
sites into their classes.
The project’s original descrip-
tion in the syllabus called for a “dig-
ital-based/text-based research proj-
ect… [that] should come together 
in any digital program your group 
chooses to be shared broadly,” but 
no requirement for any specific 
digital-based medium. “The goal 
of the project from my standpoint,” 
Román-Odio said, “was to let the 
students experience teamwork as 
the transnational feminists practice 
it … where each person expresses 
[their] individual perspectives but 
also those voices become a choral 
voice.”
As the project started to take 
shape, then-sophomore Alpizar 
Roman volunteered to coordinate 
the whole operation. “When Pro-
fessor Román-Odio talked about 
the final project and that she need-
ed a student to take a leadership 
role in it, I stepped in because it 
was something similar [to] what 
I do with the Spanish newspaper 
[El Medio Camino],” she said. The 
required tasks included keeping a 
timetable, delegating responsibili-
ties and wrangling 22 of her class-
mates to make sure that the project 
was completed on time. 
The students were initially sent a 
Google form where they expressed 
their preferences for what regions 
they wanted to cover, and whether 
or not they were proficient in an-
other language besides English. 
They were then placed into five 
smaller teams covering different 
regions and following the timeline 
Alpizar Roman had set. Each group 
had to work together to choose a 
country in their region to focus 
on, find a women’s organization in 
their country and do the necessary 
research and writing to create a two 
to three page report for the class. 
“At a point in the semester 
we had to make [a] transition,” 
Román-Odio said. Despite the ini-
tial project only calling for a digi-
tally presented report to share with 
the class, Román-Odio had a vision 
for the project to evolve “What do 
you do with a report [as a profes-
sor]? You can put it in the folder or 
you can mark it, give a grade and 
burn it [or] you could recycle it, but 
that’s the end of the story,” she said. 
“So we did a jump [to create a web-
site] … to make, of this content, an 
opportunity of learning—not only 
for the students but also for the 
community. Not only for the local 
community but also for the global 
community.”
It wasn’t until the semester was 
over that the GLAA sent out an 
announcement searching for par-
ticipation in their Transnational 
Feminism Institute this Spring. 
Román-Odio, who had helped or-
ganize the first Great Lakes Col-
lege Association (GLCA) Trans-
national Feminism Conference in 
2008, decided that they would enter 
their project as a workshop to teach 
others how to implement a similar 
project in their classroom.
Alpizar Roman and Román-
Odio will not be the only Kenyon 
representation at the conference. 
Associate Professor of History 
Nurten Kilic-Schubel and her stu-
dent Shawn Ruiz ’22 will also be 
guests on a panel titled “Transna-
tional Feminist Pedagogy for Jus-
tice in the Liberal Arts.” The op-
portunity for Ruiz to accompany 
Kilic-Schubel to the conference 
arose from his participation in her 
Women and Gender in the Modern 
Middle East (HIST 370) seminar. 
While Alpizar Roman and Román-
Odio’s work is more project-based, 
Ruiz will be representing a more 
personal, applied side of transna-
tional feminism. 
“For a couple of my final papers 
[in Kilic-Schubel’s class] I was talk-
ing a lot about transnational femi-
nism and also trying to get away 
from theory and making it accessi-
ble by putting theory into practice,” 
Ruiz said. “One of the big ways I felt 
like I did that [was] I did an intern-
ship with a health clinic … and it 
was mostly for trans youth of color 
… so I talked to Professor Schubel 
about how a lot of what I learned in 
her class about transnational femi-
nism was really applicable with my 
internship there.”
Despite the variety in their 
presentation methods and as-
signments, the common theme of 
Kenyon’s participation in the con-
ference is how transnational femi-
nism can be carried outside of the 
classroom and into the real world 
through education and activism. 
“[The application of the material] 
was what [Professor Kilic-Schubel] 
was most excited about,” Ruiz said. 
“Talking about how you can use 
what you learn and not just have it 
be in your brain or write about it, 
but to be able to practice it.”





Weekly Scores 2 3 2
Justin Sun ’20
Senior Class Total: First -Year Class Total:Sophomore Class Total:Junior Class Total:
25 181631
Willow Green ’21 Francis Ohe ’23Jack Cohen ’22
0
How many Oscars did Joker win?
How do honey bees 
communicate with one another?
Which West Wing actor canvassed 
for Michael Dukakis in 1988?
Where is Kenyon’s Bee Club planning 






























In October of 1946, Kenyon Col-
lege hosted “The Heritage of the Eng-
lish-Speaking Peoples and Their Re-
sponsibility,” a conference organized by 
then-President Gordon K. Chalmers. 
The conference, which attracted schol-
ars, senators, professors and poets from 
across the globe, garnered national at-
tention on a scale Kenyon had never be-
fore experienced. 
The three-day conference was split 
into various sections of debate, with 
some of the topics including “The Press,” 
“Palestine and the East,” “Government” 
and “Address and Reading,” the last 
of which was led by poet Robert Frost. 
People flocked from all across Ohio to 
attend.
Other notable speakers included Sen-
ator Robert A. Taft, former Chairman of 
the English Labor Party Harold Laski 
and historian Denis Brogan. 
However, this conference has existed 
in Kenyon lore due to the controversy 
that arose during a debate between Sen-
ator Taft and Brogan which garnered in-
ternational press coverage. Near the end 
of his formal address, Taft asserted that 
the verdict of the Nuremberg Trials—
which had concluded less than week ear-
lier and resulted in the execution of 11 
Nazis—was, according to The New York 
Times, “a blot on the American record 
that we shall long regret.”
Taft, who was a strong advocate for life 
imprisonment over the death sentence, 
was quoted as saying, “[The Nuremberg 
Trials] violate that fundamental princi-
ple of American law that a man cannot 
be tried under an ex-post facto statute.” 
He is also reported to have stated that 
throughout the entire trial there was an 
air of vengeance, and that “vengeance is 
seldom justice.”
Taft’s criticism of the trials’ verdict 
received an instant rebuke from Laski, 
who, according to The New York Times, 
asserted that “if it were proper judicial 
procedure to send a man to prison for 
life in an ex post-facto proceeding, it was 
equally proper to impose a more severe 
penalty.”
Another notable feature of the confer-
ence was Robert Frost’s speech. Accord-
ing to Oct. 18, 1946 edition of the Ken-
yon Collegian, Frost shied away from 
debate and led a “charming, humorous 
session,” where he “asked men to main-
tain the ‘Separateness of the Parts.’”
Apart from the actual scheduled pro-
gramming of the conference, there were 
two guests whose appearance on the Hill 
had a special historical significance: Lady 
Kenyon and Lord Kenyon V. According 
to Kenyon College: Its Third Half Cen-
tury by former College archivist Thomas 
Boardman Greenslade ’31, Lord Kenyon 
V was the “direct descendant of the sec-
ond Lord Kenyon, who helped to found 
the College and whose name was given 
to the college by Bishop Chase.”
While debate and commotion were 
plentiful throughout the weekend, the 
Lord and Lady took a calmer approach 
to the conference. Charles McKinley ’40, 
who acted as their guide during the con-
ference, noted in the Alumni Bulletin 
that, “on Saturday afternoon, Lord and 
Lady Kenyon...received some five hun-
dred guests at Cromwell House, found 
time for a glass of punch, dressed, and 
made it to Peirce Hall in time for sherry 
and a formal dinner.”
The conference turned out to be a 
huge success for both President Chalm-
ers and Kenyon as a whole. Chalmers 
took advantage of the attention the con-
ference received and decided to use it as 
an avenue to publicize his new endow-
ment drive, which aimed to raise over $2 
million to fund a new library, athletic fa-
cility and higher professor salaries.
Left: Lord Kenyon V (middle) laughs, Right: Harold Laski, Chalmers, and Robert Taft chat. | COURTESY OF GREENSLADE SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AND ARCHIVES
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KAC student employees work diligently behind the scenes 
Hayley Beluch ‘22 filming a soccer game this fall. One of two videographers, Beluch films all sports, especially soccer and basketball. | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA
For nearly two hours after 
the Kenyon Athletic Center’s 
(KAC) 10 p.m. closing, Kassie 
Rimel ’22 is the only person 
remaining in the entire facil-
ity. She works in the equip-
ment room two nights a week, 
washing towels and uniforms 
so they will be ready be-
fore anyone arrives the next 
morning. 
Rimel is one of many stu-
dent employees who performs 
essential services at the KAC. 
According to the Office of 
Student Employment, there 
are currently 182 student em-
ployees who work at the KAC, 
making them roughly 22 per-
cent of all student employees. 
The KAC is Kenyon’s city 
that never sleeps; no matter 
the time of day, be it 5 a.m. 
or 11 p.m., the lights from the 
KAC can be seen from virtu-
ally any spot on South cam-
pus. Without these student 
employees, the KAC could 
not function at the high level 
that earned the center the ti-
tle of Best Athletic Facility in 
the 2015 and 2016 editions of 
The Princeton Review.
Rimel is not the only stu-
dent who works behind the 
scenes. At most home games, 
Hayley Beluch ’22, a videog-
rapher for the Office of Ath-
letic Communications, can 
be found on the field with 
a camera in hand, running 
alongside the players. Mean-
while, Liana Valin ’21, a stat-
istician for Athletic Com-
munications, works behind 
a computer, inputting game 
data. Both were athletes 
throughout their high school 
years, and take pleasure in 
their work. 
“[Working as a videogra-
pher has let me] stay within 
the sports culture, even if … 
I’m not in it at the moment. 
It still feels like I’m involved 
and having fun,” Beluch said. 
While Beluch and Valin 
use their employment to stay 
connected to Kenyon’s sports 
culture, Zach Sclar ’22 spends 
his time lifeguarding at the 
KAC pool merely ref lecting. 
“I [usually] don’t actual-
ly get time to… really kind 
of think. [But] when I’m the 
[lifeguard] chair … there’s 
not much you can do… Your 
mind wanders, you get to de-
compress a bit,” he said. 
A number of student em-
ployees at the KAC are Ke-
nyon athletes themselves. 
Rimel, for example, is a mem-
ber of the softball team, and 
has coworkers who play soft-
ball and soccer.
Likewise, KAC student 
employees and athletes are in 
no way divided; they develop 
a rapport simply by working 
and training in proximity to 
each other. When describing 
his relationship with mem-
bers of the swim team, Sclar 
said, “[Many of the swim-
mers are] certified lifeguards 
themselves… so there’s mutu-
al respect there… I’m friends 
with a lot of [swimmers] be-
cause of [lifeguarding] It’s 
actually kind of nice, you 
know? You’re kind of mesh-
ing the two different kinds of 
cultures.” 
Beluch echoed this senti-
ment. “There is a really big 
intersection between sports 
and academics here,” she said. 
Most of the work Beluch 
and Valin do is dedicated to 
the players—filming their 
games and recording their 
statistics—yet, ironically, 
they spend very little time 
interacting with the players 
personally. 
“Hayley [Beluch] is run-
ning on the field with the 
camera, and we’ll see [the 
players] and maybe they’ll see 
her. But for me, I’m station-
ary; I’m behind the comput-
er,” Valin said. 
But even if the players can-
not see either of them, their 
work does not go unnoticed. 
“Student-athletes recog-
nize how important [KAC 
student employees’] roles are, 
whether it’s indirectly or di-
rectly, because when they 
watch our videos, or they look 
at the stats online, it’s [the re-
sult of] what Liana and I are 
doing… whether they know 
who makes it, they know 
someone did, and so they ap-
preciate it,” Beluch said. 
Though at times KAC stu-
dent employees are an often-
overlooked part of Kenyon’s 
athletic community, their 
work is crucial to the better-
ment of the school’s athletic 
programs and sense of unity 
among all students, athletes 
and non-athletes alike. 
SOPHIE KRICHEVSKY
STAFF WRITER
The KAC earned the title of Best Athletic Facility in both the 2O15 and 2O16 editions of The Princeton Review for its outstanding facilities. |  MADDIE LOCKYER
From folding uniforms to filming home games, students work in various corners of the KAC.
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“When We Were Young and Unafraid” celebrates choice
This past weekend, the Office 
of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
(ODEI) and the history depart-
ment co-sponsored a screening of 
Harriet, a biopic which tells the 
life story of Harriet Tubman, at the 
Gund Gallery Community Foun-
dation Theater. 
The film, directed by Kasi Lem-
mons, premiered last September 
at the Toronto International Film 
Festival and earned Cynthia Erivo 
both Golden Globe and Academy 
Award nominations for her depic-
tion of Tubman. The film also in-
corporated spirituals sung by the 
actress herself.
The film begins in 1840s Mary-
land with Araminta “Minty Ross,” 
played by Erivo, newly married to 
a freedman named John Tubman. 
Minty is a slave on the Brodess 
farm along with her mother and 
sister. 
Religion plays a big part in 
Minty’s life from the start. Minty 
prays for God to take her owner 
Mr. Brodess’ life. Brodess’ son 
Gideon ridicules Minty for pray-
ing, telling her that God doesn’t 
listen to slaves’ prayers. A few 
days later, Mr. Brodess die; Gide-
on, shocked by his father’s death, 
plans to sell Minty as punishment. 
Throughout the movie, Minty 
has “spells,” which are a mix of 
flashbacks and visions into the fu-
ture given to her by God.
After word of Mr. Brodess’ 
death, and Gideon’s plan, Minty 
has a “spell” about escaping that 
motivates her to escape slavery.  
Minty’s courage and per-
severance strike the audience 
throughout the film. When she 
first escapes, Gideon finds her and 
promises not to sell her, but Minty 
jumps off a bridge, risking her life 
to escape. Minty is assumed by ev-
eryone to have drowned, but, with 
the help of Quakers and other 
abolitionists on the Underground 
Railroad, she makes it alive to 
Philadelphia. 
She meets William Still, an ab-
olitionist who helps bring slaves in 
the South to freedom in the North. 
Still writes down details about 
Minty’s name, date of birth and 
slaveowners. Minty chooses the 
free name Harriet after her moth-
er, and Tubman after her husband. 
After residing with the fash-
ionable Marie Buchanon, who was 
born free to a slave mother, Tub-
man decides to return south to res-
cue her family. She is advised not 
to go back by many figures in her 
life, but she decides to do so any-
way, resolving to bring as many 
slaves as possible to their freedom.
 Sally Smith ’23 felt the movie 
taught her about “the inner work-
ings of abolitionist societies within 
Philadelphia.” When the Fugitive 
Slave Act passed, escaped slaves 
could be forcibly brought back to 
the south from the North. Despite 
this law, Tubman guided dozens of 
groups, relying on her relationship 
with God to help lead the way. 
Tubman flees to Canada, for 
the sake of it being safer further 
up north, and continues to help 
rescue slaves. She personally freed 
more than 70 slaves on the Un-
derground Railroad, and then led 
150 black soldiers during the Civil 
War, who emancipated over 750 
more slaves. 
“I think it was so important 
[to attend] this screening because 
films like this bring to life the facts 
and blurbs you get in textbooks 
and illustrate the real stories and 
lives that comprise history,” Lucy 
Gibbs ’23 said.
ODEI screens Harriet in honor of Black History Month
Between Thursday, Jan. 30 and Saturday, 
Feb. 1, the Kenyon Dance, Drama, and Cin-
ema Club presented its second production of 
the season, Sarah Treem’s “When We Were 
Young and Unafraid.” As the house lights 
dimmed at the Bolton Theatre, a cozy kitch-
en covered in 1970s-style decor appeared 
as a Joni Mitchell song faded into silence. A 
young girl entered and lit a single candle to 
read with before her mother entered to scold 
her for being awake. The audience watched as 
her mother began to make muffins on stage 
with real milk, eggs and flour. The baking in 
the show fell just short of actually producing 
the newly cooked muffins. “We did not have a 
working oven, although it was talked about,” 
said production stage manager Theresa Carr 
’23. The realism of “When We Were Young 
and Unafraid” extended to every element of 
the play, beyond just the production design.
The play is set on an island in the Pacif-
ic Northwest and depicts the story of Ag-
nes (Laura Stone ’23), who runs a bed and 
breakfast with her teenage daughter Penny 
(Talia Light Rake ’20), which also functions 
as a shelter for victims of domestic violence. 
When Mary Anne (Claire McPartland ’20) 
comes to Agnes’ home seeking shelter from 
her abusive husband, her traditional ideas 
begin to influence Penny’s perspective on 
relationships with men. Agnes increasing-
ly grows concerned about the threat these 
ideas pose to Penny and Mary Anne’s safety. 
Meanwhile, a young feminist named Han-
nah (Elizabeth Iduma ’20) begins working 
for Agnes while she seeks a lesbian feminist 
commune and tries to convince Agnes to 
join the women’s liberation movement.
The production was presented in con-
junction with the 50th anniversary of co-
education at Kenyon College. The show 
celebrates womanhood while exposing the 
explicit consequences of sexual violence 
against women. The play is set during a 
quintessential time for women’s educational 
progress as universities were increasingly be-
coming coeducational. Penny dreams of go-
ing to Yale University and is questioned by 
Agnes as to whether she would be allowed 
to go as a woman. The play’s setting also pre-
dates the verdict of Roe v. Wade and briefly 
mentioned the case as something that could 
create change for women. 
Relationships between the women in the 
show are central to its exploration of 1970s 
feminism. Mary Anne represents the tra-
ditional housewife who has faced so much 
abuse throughout her life that she has learned 
to normalize it. Meanwhile, the radical femi-
nist Hannah represents the growing wom-
en’s liberation movement. Throughout the 
play, Agnes is caught between moving for-
ward with the growing women’s liberation 
movement or continuing to silently support 
the women in her own life. 
As the story continues, Mary Anne is 
forced to reconcile with her trauma. She 
compromises her safety by reaching out to 
her abusive husband over the phone. While 
Mary Anne’s story and decisions are realistic 
for a domestic violence survivor, it is a diffi-
cult story to watch.
“From what I observed, it’s difficult to rep-
resent a story that is unpalatable to a mod-
ern audience on stage, as Mary Anne com-
promises her safety,” Carr said. “I think her 
character showed a lot about the modes of 
thought at play for an abuse survivor at that 
time.” 
While “When We Were Young and Un-
afraid” explored complicated and painful 
subject material, the show tackled impor-
tant issues in an honest manner. As the lights 
went up at the end of the show, the audience 
was left to contemplate the harsh reality of 
the pain faced by survivors of sexual violence.
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The Rise of Skywalker disappoints viewers with plot holes
When J.J. Abrams set about 
revitalizing the Star Wars 
franchise, he filled 2015’s The 
Force Awakens to the brim 
with mysteries and secrets. In 
some ways, the entire “Sequel 
Trilogy” was built less on char-
acters and more on questions 
for fans to discuss, ponder and 
debate. Who are the parents 
of the mysterious protagonist 
Rey (Daisy Ridley)? How did 
the First Order rise to promi-
nence? Will Kylo Ren (Adam 
Driver) be turned back to the 
light? Abrams returns four 
years later with The Rise of 
Skywalker to deliver answers. 
Unfortunately, these answers, 
like the rest of this disappoint-
ing final chapter, do not make 
much sense. 
The Rise of Skywalker 
proves that a good story can’t 
be built upon mysteries alone. 
Abrams attempts to use nos-
talgia, with familiar characters 
and locations trotted out to 
make fans swoon, in order to 
cover for an absence of mean-
ingful answers. While this 
kind of nostalgia-bait helped 
The Force Awakens recapture 
the feeling of the original trilo-
gy, it feels distinctly lackluster 
after 2017’s The Last Jedi and 
its artful desire to push Star 
Wars’ boundaries. 
The film begins by inform-
ing us that the evil Emperor 
Palpatine (Ian McDiarmid) has 
returned, with an army of Star 
Destroyers capable of wiping 
out the Resistance once and for 
all. It’s always fun to see Mc-
Diarmid ham it up as the Em-
peror, but here his return feels 
entirely out of place, forcing 
the fascinating Kylo Ren to 
play second fiddle to a villain 
who doesn’t belong to this tril-
ogy. It’s a plot point that exem-
plifies one of the major issues 
with this film.
 Abrams’ desire to pay hom-
age to the first six Star Wars 
films constantly conf licts with 
the narratives of the Sequel 
Trilogy’s new characters and, 
as a result, the pacing of Rise 
of Skywalker suffers greatly. 
The film doesn’t even have a 
proper opening scene, instead 
opting for a compilation of 
quick, confusing moments. 
New characters with interest-
ing potential are introduced 
and then whisked away before 
we are able to become attached 
to them. Returning characters, 
like Rose Tico (Kelly Marie 
Tran), are relegated to the side-
lines — a choice which feels es-
pecially disrespectful consid-
ering the vehement hatred she 
received for her performance 
in The Last Jedi. Certain 
scenes feel like they should 
contain the majesty and emo-
tion expected from Star Wars, 
but almost all of them are baf-
f lingly rushed because the film 
is overstuffed.
There are certainly high-
lights within the mess — Rey 
and Kylo’s chemistry and con-
f lict still shines, and Poe’s (Os-
car Isaac) quest to become a 
true leader is compelling when 
the film has time for it. The 
creature and world design is, 
as always, top notch, and it’s 
fun to see these likable heroes 
working together after being 
separated in previous install-
ments. But at the heart of this 
film lie the payoffs to The Force 
Awakens’ secrets: the contents 
of Abrams’ mystery boxes. 
These answers range from dis-
appointing to utterly nonsensi-
cal, and instead of causing eyes 
to widen, will probably cause 
them to roll. In his love of mys-
teries and speculation, Abrams 
has forgotten that secrets are 
tools of the Dark Side. 
ISSAC SAGE 
STAFF WRITER
Mount Vermin is Kenyon's new eclectic all-girl punk band
Left: Mount Vermin plays for Kenyon students as an opener for Screaming Females in the Horn Gallery. Right: Jenny Jantzen plays the drums.  | ZOE MILLER
Mount Vermin, Kenyon’s resi-
dent first-year girl band, assembled 
one weekend night in October. The 
band members, Sarah Tomasi, Jen-
nifer Jantzen and Sophie Wise, all 
happened to be at the same party on 
the weekend before Halloween. One 
of them managed to get the aux cord, 
and promptly started to play songs by 
the band Weezer. Subsequently, To-
masi, Jantzen, and Wise were loudly 
harmonizing together. That evening, 
they tossed around the idea of start-
ing a band for the first time. Despite 
being an off-hand joke at the time, 
the trio agreed to pursue it seriously 
in the weeks that followed. 
Mount Vermin performed for the 
first time at Sisterhood’s Femme 
Open Mic Night in November. Their 
punk music stood out in stark con-
trast to other performers’ serious 
poetry readings and quiet songs. Ac-
cording to Wise, Jantzen and Toma-
si, the audience members at the open 
mic seemed jarred by their style, self-
described as “goofy punk.” 
Despite the muddled reactions, 
listeners came back for more. Sever-
al people who had attended the open 
mic showed up to Mount Vermin’s 
next performance at the Horn Gal-
lery in January to dance and even sing 
along to the band’s original songs. 
Hearing audience members belt out 
the lyrics they had written was a sur-
real experience for the band. Jantzen 
described it as “hilarious.” 
Mount Vermin’s performance at 
the Horn was monumental for the 
band. It was not only their first of-
ficial show together, but also an op-
portunity to open for Screaming 
Females, a band that Tomasi her-
self had admired since high school. 
Although they were very nervous 
before the performance that night, 
the thrill and adrenaline of the au-
dience quickly won over once they 
began to play. 
“Honestly, just seeing people mosh 
during our songs was so reassur-
ing. I was like ‘okay, people like this 
enough that they’re going to smack 
each other together,’” Tomasi said. 
For Wise, Jantzen and Tomasi, be-
ing in a band at Kenyon is a deeply 
rewarding experience. Being close 
friends in addition to band members, 
they love spending time together. 
They also agree that it is refreshing 
to be able to share the style of music 
that they genuinely want to play. In 
high school, Tomasi and Wise both 
focused on musical theater because it 
was one of the few readily accessible 
options for music at their schools. 
Wise was also part of her high school 
orchestra, though she wasn’t as pas-
sionate about her classical music en-
deavors as she now is about punk. 
Jantzen had a different high school 
experience from her bandmates. “I 
come from a really tiny town, but 
they had a really good music scene 
and it was always really support-
ive people,” she said. Jantzen’s high 
school also had a recording studio 
where she spent a significant portion 
of her time. Going by the artist name 
“Jenny J.,” she released a solo album 
on Spotify titled Glitter Glue. Later 
this semester, Mount Vermin is look-
ing forward to recording and releas-
ing their own music as well. 
Mount Vermin has several more 
performances planned for the months 
ahead. Among these may be shows 
with specific themes. They are espe-
cially excited about the prospect of a 
robot-themed performance featuring 
cardboard box costumes. 
In addition to a shared passion for 
music, the members of Mount Vermin 
also share a love for the movie School 
of Rock, London Fog tea lattes and, of 
course, Weezer. Their musical pres-
ence on campus is rapidly unfolding, 
but for them it is as much about the 
music as it is about the close friend-
ships they have formed in creating it. 
GRACE KORTHIUS
STAFF WRITER
The hardcore girl group from Norton performs songs worthy of laughter and thrashing.
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Last Thursday, seven students put forth a 70-plus-page document 
petitioning the reinstatement of Delta Kappa Epsilon (DKE) to the Col-
lege for deliberation by Greek Council. The petition covered every as-
pect of what the Greek Council Constitution and Bylaws list as require-
ments to join as a probationary member. Instead of moving on to the 
next step in the reinstatement process, the petitioners were left guessing 
for answers as their petition was rejected via secret ballot by an undis-
closed margin and for undisclosed reasons. 
The Collegian disagrees with the decision to reject the fraternity’s pe-
tition. The decision to reinstate the DKEs should be a democratic pro-
cess, and Greek Council’s votes should not be by secret ballot, which 
impedes accountability. 
There are two mentions of the eligibility requirements needed to 
become a Greek Organization in the Greek Council Constitution and 
Bylaws. Article IV, Section 2 of the Constitution states that “To be rec-
ognized, a new group must complete the process and procedures as out-
lined in the Greek Council Bylaws, as well as the policy and procedure 
of Student Council and the Office of Student Engagement.” Article X, 
Section 2 of the Bylaws says that “Any prospective student organization 
requesting affiliation with Greek Council must first meet with the Of-
fice of Student Engagement to review the Student Organization Hand-
book Procedures,” and “upon completing necessary items for becoming 
a student organization, the student organization may formally request 
affiliation with Greek Council by attending a meeting of the General 
Session.”
After examining the petition, we at the Collegian believe that the 
DKE petition addressed all the necessary issues and concerns with their 
reinstatement, and that the chief causes for dissenting votes are due to a 
combination of a belief that the organization did not get punished hard 
enough, personal squabbles with members who will not be a part of the 
next iteration of DKE and a fear of added competition for first-year re-
cruits. None of these reasons, in our opinion, are valid enough for vot-
ing against the petition. 
The purpose of Greek Council is to advocate for the shared interest 
of the Greek community, but their decisions affect the broader student 
body. The actions that Greek Council takes have wider ramifications for 
the student body, as many first years will interact with the organizations 
well before they make the decision to enter into the recruitment process. 
Therefore, it is imperative that the decisions made by Greek Council can 
be backed up by transparency in the decision-making process. 
While individual members certainly play large roles in Greek Coun-
cil, at its heart the organization is a representative democracy. The Greek 
Council Bylaws call for secret ballot for both election of officers and for 
legislative matters. While there are arguments for secret ballot for offi-
cer elections (weakly, in our opinion), there are massive accountability 
issues with a legislative body hosting secret ballot votes for legislative 
matters. The generally accepted purpose of secret ballots in our society 
is to protect individuals from social ostracization and protect their vote 
from being swayed by physical threats from a tyrannical majority. In 
this instance, no group or individual is in harm’s way; instead, the secret 
ballot serves as a cover for groups to hide behind without being held ac-
countable for their vote. 
Greek Council’s constitution stipulates that they not only serve as 
the legislative body for Greek organizations, but also as a liaison be-
tween Greek organizations and the appropriate governing bodies when 
it comes to matters involving College policy. When the DKEs were ini-
tially suspended for violating the College’s hazing policy, the role of li-
aison played by Greek Council is obstructed by their opaque process. 
In light of Greek Council’s obligations to the student body at large, we 
implore them to consider a more transparent process.
The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief Becca Foley ’20, 
a member of Zeta Alpha Pi, Adam Schwager ’20, a member of Delta Tau 
Delta, and executive director Tommy Johnson ’20. You can contact them 
at foley1@kenyon.edu, schwager1@kenyon.edu and johnson1@kenyon.
edu, respectively.
The slogan of The Washington Post 
is “democracy dies in darkness,” but 
maybe the unfortunate truth is that it 
dies in the light. As Americans take to 
the polls to vote in the 2020 Democrat-
ic presidential primaries, it’s important 
to take a minute to assess the state of 
our democracy.
American political institutions fail 
to accurately reflect the opinions of 
the majority of voters; for example, ac-
cording to Gallup, 64 percent of Amer-
icans would like to see stricter laws 
regarding gun sales and 66 percent 
believe global warming is caused by 
human activity. Yet political discourse 
fails to reflect this relatively broad con-
sensus. Instead, both parties take a bi-
nary position at odds with each other. 
Politics has become a tool that divides 
us and brings out win-at-all-cost parti-
san zealots that are willing to sacrifice 
friendships over disagreements. 
The problem with politics today is 
we are eager to pick a side. We love to 
frame politics in terms of a simple con-
flict between Warren and Sanders or 
Biden and Trump. In doing so, we en-
sure there is always something to talk 
or tweet about, but we fail to ask our-
selves more important questions about 
what we truly think.
I was recently asked what my “po-
litical philosophy” is and, much to my 
own disappointment, I didn’t even 
know where to begin. Instead of blam-
ing my own lack of contemplation, 
I blame the system: The two-party 
structure of America tells us not to 
develop our own philosophy. We are 
supposed to pick someone who best 
represents our views and then argue 
with anyone who disagrees with us on 
Facebook. 
Politics has become an external 
act—supporting a candidate—instead 
of an internal quest to determine how 
you think the world should look. I be-
lieve that the only way to find satisfac-
tion in politics is to find a candidate or 
movement that advances your person-
al vision of justice. To do so, you first 
must contemplate what you think jus-
tice is. Since we no longer do so, we de-
prive ourselves of the only opportunity 
to find meaning in politics. 
Suddenly, democracy is a chore: 
something we do out of a perceived 
obligation, not love. We pick a few is-
sues we care about, irrespectj m       ive 
of how they align with our underlying 
philosophy, and then watch the TV 
network that tells us what we want to 
hear.
As demonstrated by the complete 
lack of viable alternatives, democracy is 
probably the best form of government. 
However, the more we ask ourselves 
why, the harder it is to answer. Maybe 
one day a benevolent philosopher king 
will take the wheel and we can all sit 
back and relax without having to wor-
ry about this governing thing. Then, 
we would not have to ask big, scary 
questions about our own political phi-
losophy. But until that day comes, we 
must revive our critical thinking abili-
ties before we blink and it’s too late. 
Jake Barnett ’20 is an economics and 
political science major from McLean, 
Va. You can contact him at barnett1@
kenyon.edu.




The opinions page is a space for members of the community to 
discuss issues relevant to the campus and the world at large. The 
opinions expressed on this page belong only to the writers. Columns 
and letters to the editors do not reflect the opinions of the Collegian 
staff. All members of the community are welcome to express 
opinions through a letter to the editor. 
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted 
for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or 
pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not 
organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be 
received no later than the Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon 
Collegian prints as many letters as possible each week subject to 
space, interest and appropriateness. Members of the editorial board 
reserve the right to reject any submission. The views expressed in the 
paper do not necessarily reflect the views of Kenyon College.
We must evaluate the state of democracy
JAKE BARNETT
CONTRIBUTOR
This cartoon, drawn for the 117th edition of the Collegian in 1980, was com-
pleted as Bill Watterson ’80 was finishing his four years at Kenyon and his 
tenure being the Collegian editorial cartoonist. Whereas current Collegian 
cartoons mostly center around the lighter side of Kenyon student life, Wat-
terson’s cartoons typically concerned politics on the national level. Here, we 
see events such as the 1980 Summer Olympics Boycott, The Camp David Ac-
cords, and the economy suffering from massive inflation being depicted by 
a traffic pile-up with a grinning, bumbling constable character of the newly 
elected Ronald Regan riding in to save the day. Watterson’s cartoon reflects 
traditions of political cartoons as being caricatures of current events and 
allowing artists (and political science majors in this instance, as Watterson 
was) to express their opinions by way of print media.
- Alex Gilkey, Collegian Illustrator and Cartoonist
Cartoons through the years
Thursday, Feb. 6 | kenyoncollegian.com
10
Across




7. Like a rich past
14. Vientianian
16. One who purchases 
or demands
17.Pasta with a bite 
18. Nonsense
19. Celebrated in Febru-
ary
21. Mis-sound an “s”
22. Scoundrel
25. “Uh-oh!”
29. Victorious social 
media
30. Puppetmaster of 
Socrates
32. On-edge state
34. Toni of Ohio extrac-
tion
36. She who was just 
asked, “Will you marry 
me?”
38. Like a well-stocked 
pond
39. Friday fest with 
faculty
41. Like some cords or 
taps
42. The best of the best
43. Summertime bother
45. First four letters of 
Ohio-Michigan border 
town
46. Like the 36-Across 
woman, after the big 
day
47. Synagogue
48. If Beale Street Could 
Talk author
56. Cap and gown, fre-
quently
59. To drain the pipes, so 
to speak
60. Pokemon Ruby and 
Sapphire follow-up












5. One’s word, once 
given
6. Professor Rosemary 
of English
7. Special affection
8. Girl Scout gang
9. Stench
10. To depend upon
11. UK neighbor, for short
12. Always, to Keats
13. Like emotionless eyes
15. Kenyon’s denomina-
tion, abbrev.
20. Thailand, to Queen 
Victoria
22. Las Vegas business, 
perhaps
23. In Schoenberg’s style





28. Sort of diplomacy 
unique to China
29. “Mine eyes have 
____ the glory…”
30. HIV preventative 
drug
31. Approached value, in 
calculus
33. Grift
35. To catch some z’s
37. Know-it-alls
40. Burden of responsi-
bility
44. Cuz I Love You and I, 
I, for example
47. To turn a frown up-
side down
48. Crocks
49. “Woe is me!”
50. Prima donna’s time 
to shine
51. Frequently rolled 
fibers
52. Language of C, G, A 
and T
53. Product






Congrats to Mike Henry ’21 for being the first to submit a correct solution to last 
issue’s puzzle!
 Did you finish this crossword? Email a photo of your finished crossword to  cross-
word@kenyoncollegian.com for the chance to get a shoutout!
1/30 SOLUTIONS
CROSSWORD Cameron Austin Crossword Editor
You have probably heard 
about self-care, maybe in the 
context of a company on Ins-
tagram persuading you to shop 
till you drop or the dessert 
section of Peirce calling out 
your name as you walk past. 
As awareness has risen about 
mental health issues in the 
past decade, so has the popu-
larity of participating in self-
care activities.   
Sadly, when we speak of 
self-care, we often limit our 
understanding of this concept 
to activities which we enjoy. In 
most cases, we practice self-
care by buying into an industry 
whose primary aim is to max 
out our credit cards by bring-
ing us immediate comfort in 
their products; instead of help-
ing address the root causes of 
our struggles. This is not to 
say that these activities or pur-
chases are not worthwhile or 
cannot be used effectively as 
an outlet to better our mental 
health. I simply fear that in an 
attempt to practice self-care, 
we often overlook the concept 
of self-accountability. 
As it is with everything, it 
is possible to overdo self-care 
activities. It is also possible 
for self-care activities to leave 
us worse off than we intended. 
For example, binge-watching 
The Witcher on Friday night 
when you have a 10-page paper 
due on Sunday is not self-care. 
Candidly, it might be self-sab-
otage. 
Self-accountability is a 
form of self-care we should 
all practice more deliberately. 
Self-care has to go beyond just 
the physical or emotional; it 
should encompass honest re-
f lections of ways in which we 
may be failing ourselves. To 
truly practice self-care is to 
be self disciplined. It is know-
ing when we can genuinely do 
better and taking steps to be 
better. Mind you, this form of 
self-care is not comfortable. 
It is difficult and trust me, no 
one has mastered it.  
I have not come to ask you 
to remove self-care activities 
from your weekly schedule. 
I do not possess such power. 
I am simply asking you to be 
more mindful of which activi-
ties you classify as self-care. 
I think it is self-care to do 
your homework on time, it is 
self-care to visit your friend 
who you have not seen in 
Peirce for a while and by all 
means it is self-care to stick to 
a budget. 
I know we are already in 
February and the “New Year, 
New Me” feeling is already 
wearing off, but it is never too 
late to make changes. We can 
all practice better self-care by 
asking these questions: What 
purpose does this activity 
serve? Does this activity help 
reduce my anxiety in whatev-
er capacity? Is this activity a 
mask for procrastination? And 
finally, could I practice self-
care in another, more benefi-
cial way? 
Ubongabasi Asuquo ’23 is 
an undeclared major from Ak-
wa-Ibom State, Nigeria. You 
can contact her at asuquo1@
kenyon.edu.
 It’s time to make self-care more about self-accountability
UBONGABASI ASUQUO
CONTRIBUTOR
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Left: Ryan O’Neil ’20 shoots a free throw. The Lords lost by 19. Right: Katie Orefice ’23 dribbles towards the rim.  | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA AND CAMERON PETERS
JORDY FEE-PLATT
SPORTS EDITOR
Kenyon Tennis starts season with impressive performances 
Lords fall to Wooster, Ladies win on thrilling buzzer-beater
The competition between 
the Kenyon Ladies basket-
ball team and the College of 
Wooster’s Fighting Scots saw 
a head-to-head matchup be-
tween two North Coast Ath-
letic Conference (NCAC) 
greats in a game in which the 
Ladies ultimately took the 
win, 77-74. 
The Ladies, lead by star 
guard Paige Matijasich ’20, 
shot 56 percent from the field, 
capped off by a game-winning 
3-pointer from Matijasich as 
time ran out. 
The offensive firepower 
demonstrated by the Ladies 
helped them overcome dif-
ficulties stopping Wooster’s 
own explosive offense, led by 
the formidable center Maria 
Janasko. 
The battle between Janas-
ko and Matijasich was as 
close as the game itself: Both 
players scored 27 points and, 
while Janasko outrebounded 
Matijasich 7-6, Matijasich’s 
stat line included three cru-
cial assists. One assist went 
to Ellie Schaub ’21 as part of 
a 9-0 run by Kenyon in the 
middle of the fourth quarter. 
This cut Wooster’s lead from 
10 points to one. 
Matijasich, who is current-
ly averaging 18.2 points per 
game, continued her offen-
sive onslaught last night. Also 
contributing to the scoring 
effort last night were Made-
lyn Anderson ’22, who scored 
10 points, and Amanda Car-
roll ’22, who added in 13. 
Ultimately, it was Kenyon’s 
remarkable 25-point fourth 
quarter that made the differ-
ence. In the final 10 minutes, 
they outscored the Scots by 
10, capitalizing on Wooster’s 
late-game turnovers and 
missed shots. 
These 77 points mark the 
second highest scoring total 
for the Ladies this season, af-
ter they scored 78 in a dou-
ble-overtime loss to Hiram 
College a couple of weeks 
ago. For a team that is cur-
rently averaging 56.6 points 
per game, last night’s match 
demonstrated what can hap-
pen when the Ladies can fire 
on all cylinders offensively. 
The Ladies now sit at 8-13 
overall and 5-8 in conference 
play. Their next match will be 
a rematch against Hiram Col-
lege next Wednesday. 
On Wednesday, the Lords 
basketball team was unable 
to snap its three-game losing 
streak against the College of 
Wooster Scots in a 76-57 de-
feat. They have now lost 10 out 
of their last 11 games. Dan-
yon Hempy led the way for the 
Fighting Scots, finishing with 
38 points on 13 of 22 shooting 
overall, and five of seven on 
3-pointers. 
Kenyon got off to a slow 
start, as Wooster built a 32-
13 lead with four minutes re-
maining in the first half. By 
the end of the first period, the 
Fighting Scots had doubled the 
Lords’ points total, holding a 
36-18 advantage. 
The second half was much 
more closely contested, but the 
Lords were unable to overcome 
their shooting woes. They shot 
22 of 64 (34 percent) from the 
field, which included 38 at-
tempts from beyond the arc. 
Wooster was able to build their 
big lead due in large part to 
their aggressiveness on the of-
fensive end. 
They attacked the rim con-
stantly, scoring 30 points in 
the paint. Kenyon also drew 
a lot of contact as a result of 
their frequent penetration, 
prompting an excessive 14 
fouls and 21 shots from the 
charity stripe. 
The Lords, on the other 
hand, had just two free throw 
attempts the entire game. Ken-
yon’s recklessness did not help 
the cause, as the team recorded 
14 turnovers. 
There were some bright 
sides for the purple and black: 
Carter Powell ’20 earned a 
double-double with 15 points 
and 10 rebounds, while also 
recording six assists.
Kamal Aubakirov ’22 also 
contributed 15 points, and 
Ryan O’Neil ’20 added seven 
assists. 
Kenyon will look to rebound 
from their tough stretch this 
Saturday at home against Wit-
tenberg University at 2 p.m. 
TOMMY JOHNSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The Kenyon men’s tennis team re-
turned to the court in style this past 
weekend for the beginning of their 
spring season, winning 5-2 over the 
University of Northwestern Ohio 
Racers of the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA). The 
Lords, who began the season ranked 
11th in NCAA Division III, were 
hosted by the Racers, and therefore 
played under NAIA rules. The team 
who won two out of three doubles 
matches earned a point, while each 
singles victory was rewarded with a 
point. 
In doubles, Jacob Zalenski ’20 
started his final spring campaign 
with a bang, securing a 6-4 doubles 
victory alongside fellow senior Aus-
tin Diehl over Marcos Salazar and 
Sergio Conde. Bryan Yoshino ’21 
and Evan Dean ’23 were victorious 
in their own doubles match, beating 
their Racers opponents in another 
close match, 6-4, in the third f light. 
With two victories in the doubles cat-
egory, Kenyon earned a 1-0 lead. 
Northwestern Ohio put an even 
stronger fight on the singles side. 
Four out of six matches went into a 
deciding third set. Luis Andres Pla-
tas ’23 was the only Lord to win his 
match in straight sets, as he con-
trolled the proceedings throughout 
en route to a 6-4, 6-2 win in the No. 4 
slot over Malik Omarkhanov. At No. 
3, Pascal Lee ’22 came back from a set 
down to beat Martin Stanchev, 4-6, 
6-4, 6-2. Diehl fell in a tough three-
set match to Conde, but Zalenski and 
Yoshino managed tough victories 
that also went three sets to give Ken-
yon the overall victory 5-2. 
The Lords will again travel away 
from Gambier in their upcoming 
matches, this time to Indiana to play 
both DePauw University and Wabash 
College on Saturday. 
The Ladies tennis team traveled to 
Ada, Ohio this past weekend to face 
off against the University of North-
western Ohio in their first meet of 
the spring season. 
Entering the season, Kenyon be-
gan their season ranked No. 14 na-
tionally and No. 2 in the region by the 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association, 
and they certainly lived up to their 
ranking in their first match. Showing 
little rust, Kenyon dominated with a 
7-0 win, playing under National As-
sociation of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA) rules. The visitors won all of 
their nine matches and dropped just 
one total set. 
Kenyon especially excelled in 
doubles, where they lost just five of 
23 games overall. The duo of Daria 
Beshentseva ’22 and Erika Oku ’21 
shut out their opponents Camila Pu-
ente and Veronica Rydstrom 6-0 in 
the No. 1 slot. In an equally stellar 
showing, Ilana Blackwood ’21 and 
Anna Winslow ’22 secured a third-
f light win, 6-1. Erika Pontillo ’23 and 
Kayla Pukys ’21 completed the dou-
bles sweep, winning 6-4 over Ellen 
Sandstrom and Lena Tessmer. 
In singles, the Ladies continued 
their top-notch play. In the top-seed 
match, Oku struggled in the first set, 
losing 6-2, but bounced back nicely 
with a come-from-behind victory 
over Puente. 
Kenyon won the remainder of the 
singles matches handily, which in-
cluded a 6-0, 6-0 win for Winslow in 
the No. 5 slot. Beshentseva, Black-
wood, Pukys and Megan Collins ’20 
all added straight-set wins for the La-
dies, as the Racers simply could not 
keep pace. 
The season will continue for Ke-
nyon on Sunday, when they travel 
to Greencastle, Ind. to face DePauw 
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Left: A Kenyon swimmer swims freestyle. Right: Barry Bai ’20 propels himself backwards. Bai recorded three points in the 3-meter dive. | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA
SYDNEY SCHULMAN
SPORTS ASSISTANT
Ladies win final home meet, then beat Division 1 opponent
Kenyon dominates OWU on Senior Day, but falls to Vikings
The Kenyon men’s swim-
ming team competed in two 
meets over the weekend, win-
ning easily over the Ohio 
Wesleyan University (OWU) 
Battling Bishops, 160-59, 
on Friday and falling to the 
NCAA Division I Cleveland 
State Vikings, 134-108, on 
Saturday. 
The match against OWU 
was their first home meet 
since Nov. 9. It was also the 
Lords’ Senior Day. Before the 
events began, 12 senior swim-
mers were honored for their 
hard work and dedication 
during their time at Kenyon. 
The celebrations didn’t 
stop there, as Connor Rumpit 
’20 and Carter Brzezin-
ski ’20 led the charge in the 
pool. Rumpit secured two 
event wins: in the 200-meter 
freestyle and the 500-meter 
freestyle. In the 200, he fin-
ished with a time of 1:39.96, 
nearly a full second ahead of 
teammate Reilly Shields ’20. 
Brzezinski won the 100-me-
ter backstroke, coming to the 
line in 50.51 seconds, with 
Mart Niehoff ’23 following 
right behind. Joe Black ’22, 
Fielding Fischer ’21, Cheran 
De Silva ’23, Cole McMahon-
Gioeli ’21 and Luis Weekes 
’22 all contributed event wins 
for Kenyon. 
On the following day, the 
Lords traveled up to Cleve-
land to face the Cleveland 
State Vikings, a Division I op-
ponent. Kenyon put up a very 
strong fight, securing mul-
tiple event wins, but in the 
end were unable to match the 
firepower of Cleveland State. 
As he rapidly approaches his 
final meet as a Lord, Rumpit 
swam excellently again; he 
won the 1,000-meter free-
style by over 10 seconds with 
a season-best time of 9:23.33, 
and was also victorious in the 
500-meter freestyle (4:29.03). 
De Silva also finished first in 
the 200-yard butterf ly, and 
Tommy Weiss ’20 won the 
100-yard freestyle by just .02 
seconds.
In addition to the victories, 
there were some extremely 
close calls. In the 200-meter 
medley relay, Kenyon lost by 
just .33 seconds. David Fitch 
’21 finished second in the 
50-meter freestyle, just .09 
seconds behind the winner. 
The Lords will now look 
ahead to the NCAC Champi-
onship on Wednesday, Feb. 5 
in Granville, Ohio. 
JORDY FEE-PLATT
SPORTS EDITOR
The Kenyon Ladies swim and dive 
team began their week with a domi-
nant performance at home on Senior 
Night, defeating the Ohio Wesleyan 
Battling Bishops 137-77.
The Ladies started the meet with 
a victorious performance in the 
200-meter freestyle, where Kendall 
Vanderhoof ’20 timed in at 1:52.63. 
Ania Axas ’23 came in second, touch-
ing the wall at 1:53.53. Later in the 
meet, Natalie Bresnahan ’20 finished 
first in the 100-meter freestyle with 
a blazing, season-best time of 52.36.
The Ladies were also victorious in 
the 500-meter freestyle, the 1- and 
3-meter springboards, the 50-yard 
freestyle, the 400-meter individual 
medley, the 100-meter breaststroke, 
the 100-meter backstroke, and the 
100-meter butterf ly.
In their second meet of the week, 
the Ladies traveled to Cleveland State 
University to compete in their final 
dual meet of the season and earned 
their sixth straight win. With a 114-
113 victory, the Ladies edged out the 
Vikings and brought their record to 
6-4. The Ladies were led by class-
mates Caylee Hamilton ’21 and Crile 
Hart ’21, who each achieved victo-
ries in three separate events. Ham-
ilton took the 50-meter freestyle 
with a time of 23.65 seconds. Later 
on, she came in first in the 100-me-
ter freestyle after finishing the event 
in 51.67 seconds. Hart claimed first 
in the 200-meter individual medley, 
gaining the victory by a wide margin 
of 6 seconds.
 Three events after that, Hart 
participated in the 200-meter back-
stroke and came in first with a time 
of 1:59.01. 
Along with leading the team in 
these individual events, Hamilton 
and Hart were also part of two win-
ning relay teams. Hamilton teamed 
up with Emmie Mirus ’21 (who had 
finished in second during the 50-yard 
freestyle with a time of 23.86 sec-
onds), Summer Otazu ’20 and Make-
na Markert ’21 to win the 200-yard 
freestyle relay in 1:42.16. 
As the meet came to a close, Hart 
joined forces with Mirus, Axas and 
Alexandra White ’23 to snag a vic-
tory in the 400-meter freestyle relay 
in 3:27.55.
Other individual victories for the 
Ladies were secured by Axas and 
Andrea Perttula ’22. Axas took the 
200-meter butterf ly and Perttula 
came in first during the 200-meter 
breaststroke. 
Both swimmers gained their sea-
son bests through these events, with 
times of 2:03.78 and 2:18.97 respec-
tively. 
Next on the Ladies’ schedule is the 
NCAC championship meet, hosted at 
Denison University. The event is four 
days long and begins on Wednesday, 
Feb. 12. 
A Kenyon swimmer prepares for her swimming dive start. The Ladies won by an 
impressive 60 points against OWU on Senior Day. | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA
